CHAPTER IV

SCENES OF CLERICAL LIFE

HITHERTO George Eliot, who was now thirty-six, had
confined herself to comparatively humble work. She
was at home in the upper sphere of philosophy and
the historical criticism of religion; but she was content
to be an expositor of the views of independent thinkers.
She had spent years of toil upon translating Strauss,
Eeuerbach, and Spinoza; and was fully competent to
be in intellectual communion with her friends Charles
Bray and Mr. Herbert Spencer. It does not appear,
however, that she ever aspired to make original
contributions to speculative thought. The effect of
her philosophical studies upon her imaginative work
was very marked; but she was not to be the first
example of a female metaphysician of high rank. She
was only to be the first female novelist whose inspira-
tion came in a great degree from a philosophical creed.
I have already spoken of the apparently slow develop-
ment of the purely artistic impulse. Most women at
the present day begin, I believe, to write novels in
their teens. Miss Burney made herself famous at the
age of twenty-five by Evelina, written some years
previously. Miss Bronte had already finished her
brilliant career before George Eliot had begun to
write. The most famous of her predecessors, Missw a good
